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“If One Belt, One Road is like a Symphony Involving and Bene�ting Every Country, then 
Construction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is the Sweet Melody of the 
Symphony’s First Movement”
        Wang Yi

Abstract

In 21st century, international relations are multipolar in which states are 
interdependent. There are factors which in�uence the behavior of states about mutual 
relations. In this modern world, states compete through, instead of geopolitical, 
geo-economic means. These means are in�uencing Pak-China relations. Through Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), China is strengthening its relations with Asia, Europe and 
Africa. BRI is an investment of about $4-8 trillion and would cover two-third land mass 
of the world, across 65 countries with 4.4 billion population. Under BRI, China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a $62 billion investment which is divided mainly into four 
sections which are: development of Gwadar port, Energy, industrial development and 
road infrastructure. Energy is the major component and $34 billion are being invested 
to generate 10,000MW of electricity by utilizing diverse options. Under CPEC, there is a 
cooperation for the development of railways and infrastructure of roads. Similarly, $622 
million are allocated for the development of Gwadar port. Recently, the, care taker, 
Prime Minister of Pakistan inaugurated a �ber optic project as an essential part of CPEC. 
It was completed in $44 million by Special Communication Organization (SCO).
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Introduction

In International system, the end of Cold War brought enormous changes in states’ 
relations. The system of globalization got impetus and geo-politics were replaced by 
geo-economics. New models of bilateral, regional and international economic 
integration has emerged. For the growth of regional economic, regionalism, under the 
sphere of globalize economy, got a huge importance.  In order to achieve sustainable 
economic growth, this pattern of regional interaction makes the whole world 
interdependent on bilateral, regional and international level. Pakistan and China are 
not inert to these geo-economic changes and both sides focus on institutionalizing 
their cordial relations. Since the dawn of 21st century, Pak-China relations are 
strengthening and reaching new heights. CPEC is an integral part of China’s Belt and 
Road Strategy (BRI)) initiative which proposes close regional proximity through 
enhanced connectivity.  BRI is an investment of $4-8 trillion approximately and would 
cover two-third of world land mass, across 65 countries with 4.4 billion population. At 
larger picture BRI includes China-Mongolia-Russia Economic Corridor (CMREC), 
Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor (BCIMEC), China-Indochina 
Peninsula Economic Corridor (CIPEC), China-Central and West Asia Economic corridor 
(CCWAEC) and New Eurasian Land Bridge (NELB). Its purpose is to link South Asia, 
Central Asia, East Asia, West Asia, and Europe from Malay Peninsula to the Meditation 
Sea. It would be done by developing high speed highways, ports, industrial areas and 
economic zones. 

On Euro-Asian landmass, BRI is a $900 billion mega project which has two strings; �rst 
focuses on the Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB) and second on Maritime Silk Road (MSR) 
which includes the expansion of shipping routes and etcetera.  Both land and sea 
routes of BRI are equally important but CPEC- due to its strong geo-strategic location, 
military signi�cance and economic intensi�cation- has attracted the eyes of everyone. 
In December 2017, China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) Long Term Plan 
(2017-2030) was released. It broadly de�nes the project as a growth axis and a 
development belt. As the major axis between China and Pakistan, this is a 
comprehensive transportation corridor and industrial collaboration. Signi�cantly, as an 
engine of economic development, this corridor is a concrete economic and trade 
cooperation. There are four main projects in the plan of CPEC, Gwadar port, Energy, 
industrial development and road infrastructure. The timelines of CPEC is distributed in 
three di�erent ways. First, the completion time-frame of short-term projects would fall 
to 2020, medium-term projects, including industrial development, would be 
completed till 2025 and thirdly, long-term projects would be completed till 2030.  
Under CPEC, the cooperation over energy is as following.
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Early Harvest Projects
Early Harvest Projects are much important and are a paving way for remaining projects 
of CPEC. These projects are the high priority and would start working by 2017-18. These 
projects include Karot Hydel project ($1.65 billion), Peshawar-Lahore-Karachi Railway 
up-gradation ($3.7 billion), Thar coal power projects ($2.8 billion), Two coal mining 
blocks in Thar ($2.2 billion), Gwadar-Nawabshah gas pipeline ($2 billion), coal-based 
power plant in Port Qasim ($2 billion), solar power park in Bahawalpur ($1.3 billion), 
Havelian-Islamabad Karakoram Highway ($930 million), Wind power plant in Jhimpir 
($260 million), Gwadar international airport ($230 million), Multan-Sukkur section of 
the Karachi-Lahore motorway  ($230 million). In Early Harvest Projects, total investment 
will be around $28 billion out of which $22 billion will be utilized for the development 
of power projects.7

Energy Sector Cooperation
Energy is the necessity of modern mechanic age and its shortage disturbs the working 
of a state. Pakistan is facing energy crises. Nevertheless, hopefully, these would be 
controlled by the end of current year. Political authorities are aware of their 
responsibility and are sincere in alleviating this issue. China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
is an energy drawn infrastructural project with the investment of worth $62 billion.8 
This amount will be distributed into various sectors in such a way that energy sector will 
get $34 billion, $11.8 billion are allocated for infrastructural development, di�erent 
projects of energy will get $15.5 billion and $622 million are allocated for the 
development of Gwadar port.9 Di�erent power projects will generate “10,000 MW 
electricity with the total cost of $15,377million by the end of 2018. These include Port 
Qasim Coal Power Project (1320 MW), Engro Power Generation Thar Project (660 MW), 
Karot Hydropower Project (720 MW), Kohala Hydropower Plant (1124MW), Suki Kinari 
Hydropower Project (870 MW), HUBCO Coal Power Project (1320), Thar Coal 
Block-1(Shinghai) Project (1320), Sahiwal Coal Power Project (1320 MW), Sachal Wind 
Power Project (50MW), UEP Wind Power Jhimpir Project (100 MW), Hydro-China 
Dawood Wind Power Project (50 MW), Quaid-i-Azam Solar Project (1000 MW), Gwadar 
Imported Coal Based Project (300 MW), SSLR Thar Coal Power Plant (1320 MW), Oracle 
Power Plant (1320 MW)”. 10

Cooperation on Road and Railway Infrastructural Development
Infrastructure plays basic role in the development of industry, regional connectivity and 
fast and better access to the market. So, in CPEC, due importance is being given to the 
development of infrastructures like vast network of railways and roads and etcetera. 
Simultaneously, the existing structure of road is also being enhanced and upgraded. 
For cargo transportation, three routes, viz. Eastern Alignment, Western Alignment and 
Central Alignment, will be constructed and the total length of the corridor is 3000 KM.11 
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Eastern Route
Length of Eastern route is 1152 KM and it would pass through Punjab and Sindh 
province. It is further divided into four sub-sections. The length of �rst part is 136 KM 
between Hyderabad and Karachi. Total length of second part is 296 KM between 
Hyderabad and Sukkar. Third is between Sukkar and Multan with the length of 387 KM. 
Fourth segment is between Multan and Lahore with the length of 333 KM. 

Central Route
Central route starts from Burhan passing through Pindigheb, Kot Addu, DG Khan, 
Layyah, Muzafargarh, Rajanpur, Sukkur, Basima and Khuzdar and fnally at Gwadar. Total 
length of this route is 1633 Km. 

Western Route
The Western route starts from Gawadar and passes through Turbat, Panjgur, Besima, 
Quetta, Qilla Saifullah, Zhob, Dera Ismail Khan, Mianwali, Attock, Hasanabdal and 
onwards. This is an 870Km route. It will be constructed in Baluchistan province. Its 600 
Km have already been completed by January 2017.12

Railway Up-gradation
At current, Pakistan has only one railway system which is handling 70 percent of the 
tra�c. Under CPEC, 4693 Km railway link will be constructed. The length of main line 
between Peshawar and Karachi is 1687 km which will completely be overhauled. On 
this line, approximately $3.65 billion will be spent. In CPEC, a 1254 Km track will be 
constructed to connect Kotri and Attock. It would pass through di�erent cities of Sindh 
and Punjab.13

Fiber Optic Connectivity
In CPEC, both China and Pakistan agreed upon the improvement in IT connectivity for 
it is very much necessary for prosperity. As an essential part of CPEC, it was planned to 
lay an 820 Km long line of �ber optic. This is an across border project. It was started in 
October 2015 from Khunjerab to reach Rawalpindi. The cost of the project was $44 
million. Out of which, China’s EXIM bank gave 85% concessional loan. The task was 
completed by Special Communication Organization (SCO). On 13 July 2018, care taking 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Nasirul Mulk inaugurated the �ber optic project. Huawei is 
the ECP contractor for this project. It would boost telecom sector of Pakistan, especially 
for northern areas.14
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Conclusion
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is an important part of China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive and cannot be taken in isolation. As a vital portion of this corridor, it focuses on 
the development of energy infrastructure to bypass energy crises in Pakistan. It is 
game changer and fate changer as well for it will improve transport infrastructure and 
also attract foreign investors. Though, certain concerns are disturbing neighboring 
states of Pakistan, yet for Pakistan, CPEC is a ray of light in the gloomy shadows of war 
on terror.
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