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Foreign Policy Roundtable Series 

Pakistan – Russia Relations: Challenges 
and Prospects 

Roundtable Report II 

Background 

From the day of its independence, Pakistan’s relations with the former Soviet Union (Russia) 

have been subject to a fundamental question which most experts both in the academic and 

practitioner circles identify as the foundation stone of Pakistan-Russia Relations. This question 

relates to whether Pakistan ever really had the infamous ‘Russian option’.  

The well-known visit of Liaqat Ali Khan, the first Prime Minister of Pakistan, to United States in 

May 1950 is claimed to have set the direction of Pakistan’s foreign policy — making Pakistan 

forevermore an ally of the US and the Western bloc and therefore ‘necessarily’ in conflict with 

the USSR — and throughout the Cold War period, Pakistan’s relations with the former Soviet 

Union progressed in this direction. Whether there was ever a formal invitation from the USSR 

or a mere verbal communiqué, the result remains the same – given the evolving strategic 

environment of the time, Liaqat Ali Khan’s visit to Washington was not perceived or received 

well in Moscow.   

This visit has been a historical ‘stigma’ of sorts for Pakistan and a dominant factor in defining 

Pak-Russia relations in the following decades. It is important to remember however, that 

Pakistan’s foreign policy has always evolved through a vicious cycle of reactions to developing 

circumstances, and it has never been proactive or designed beforehand.  

Pakistan-Russia relations have often been the victim of unsystematic foreign policy decisions 

and patchy fixes, as a consequence of which there has been little to no stability and very little 

progress. While there has always been great potential for economic growth and political 

rapport between the two, it has never managed to get materialized in a progressive fashion.  

Today, the scenario of regional and international politics in South Asia is about to change in 

light of the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, and particularly given the recent rapprochement 

between Iran and USA on the nuclear deal. The region is in for a massive upheaval; the US will 
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be scaling back from Afghanistan, the nature of interest of regional players and the great 

powers will be changing, perhaps over and over again in short periods of time. It is therefore a 

vital necessity of the time to reflect on Pakistan’s foreign policy and relations, deliberate and 

develop viable policy options for how Pakistan can diversify its foreign policy and broaden its 

diplomatic options.  

CPGS has taken an initiative in this regard by organizing and conducting a Monthly Seminar 

Series, Pakistan Foreign Policy Review, analyzing bilateral relations with a different partner 

state in each session, with the aim of better understanding global and regional dynamics and 

Pakistan’s relations with these states.  The first CPGS seminar was "Pakistan-USA Relations: 

Convergence and Divergence” and this seminar focuses on "Pakistan-Russia Relations: 

Prospects and Challenges”.  
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Participants 

The discussion was attended by renowned scholars, practitioners and members of the CPGS 

Team. The complete list of attendees is as follows: 

Chair Amb (R) Khalid Khattak 

Moderator Prof. Dr Tahir Amin 

Participants Lt. Gen. (R) Syed Muhammad Owais HI (M) 

 Brig Dr M. Khan  

 Dr Adil Sultan 

 Dr Azmat Hayat Khan 

 Air Commodore (R) Khalid Iqbal HI(M) 

 Mr Nasir Hafeez 

 Maj (R) Farrukh James 

 Mr Majid Mehmood 

 Mr Saqib Mehmood 

 Ms Sara Batool 

 Ms Adeela Bahar Khan 

 Mr Ikram Ullah Khan 

 Mr M. Suleman Shahid 

 Ms Sundus Ahmad 

 Mr M. Rizwan 

 

*Various Research Scholars, HEC Scholars, M.Phil and PhD Students also attended the event.  
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Key Issues 

1. Pakistan and Russian relations have a long, extensively intertwined and complicated 

history. What are the implications of this collective ‘past’, with all its perceptions and 

misperceptions, on Russia’s future relationship with Pakistan? 

2. What is the true ‘nature’ of the relationship between Pakistan and Russia, and at what 

levels does/can it operate within the existing international paradigms? 

3. Regional power plays – Afghanistan, India and China, their relationship with Russia, and 

implications for Pakistan. 

4. Russia and the end-game in Afghanistan – To what extent is the future political 

settlement in Afghanistan connected with Russian peripheral stability, and what are its 

likely implications on Pakistan-Russia relations? 

5. Russia, non-proliferation and Pakistan’s Nuclear Program – emerging international 

trends and prospects for bilateral cooperation. 

6. Why has the economic relationship between Russia and Pakistan continued to be very 

fragile? And where do Pakistan-Russian relations go from here? 

 

Points Raised 

The ‘Russian Option’: 

 The entire foundation of Islamabad’s relationship with Moscow is often traced back to a 

single, significant historical marker that has been termed ‘vital’ in determining whether 

Pakistan forfeited the ‘Russia option’. This singular point in time goes back to the 1950s 

and the controversial ‘invitation’ to PM Liaqat Ali Khan by his Russian counterpart to 

visit the country. In choosing to visit Washington and not Moscow, it is assumed that 

perhaps Pakistan ‘rejected’ Russia, choosing to court the favor of the US instead. The 

question that arises is whether such an option ever really exist, particularly given the 

strategic environment and constraints of the time, and if it did, was it actively rejected  

by Pakistan?  

 The Keynote Speaker for the event, Ambassador Khalid Khattak argues that it is 

important to note that no formal invitation was made to the Pakistani PM at the time; 

while there was an exchange of views between the permanent representative of 

Pakistan and the permanent Soviet representative in New York, it was merely that. 

Some argue that a formal invitation was in fact forwarded on August 14, 1948. The 

keynote speaker however consider this to be a myth; a communication was made to 
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congratulate Liaqat Ali Khan on the occasion of country's first Independence Day, but 

nothing more, and considering such a communication as a formal invitation to visit 

would be a misunderstanding of international diplomatic protocol.   

Understanding the Past: 

There has always been a certain level of unease in the bilateral relations between Pakistan and 

the former Soviet Union. These relations have been identified as being spread in four key 

phases: 

 Phase I – From Indifference to Adversarial Relations (1947 – 1961): The first phase was 

one of indifference, which turned into adversarial relations. Pakistan’s inclination 

towards Washington was not perceived well in Kremlin. Simultaneously, the souring of 

relations between Moscow and China during this period due to a rise of ideological 

differences slowly tilted the Soviet attention towards India, primarily in an attempt to 

counter and contain Chinese Communism. This tilt towards India was materialized in 

support for the country, and eventually turned the USSR into an adversary of Pakistan, 

which counteracted by strengthening ties with Washington. Relations between Pakistan 

and the USSR further deteriorated when a U2 American reconnaissance aircraft flying 

from a Peshawar airbase on a spy mission for the US was shot down by the USSR. 

 Phase II – Readjustment: Between Collaborations & Misperceptions (1962 – 1979): This 

phase was marked by transient economic cooperation, and periods of distrust. The 

period saw the US shift its focus from Pakistan to India, resulting in Soviet support of 

Pakistan as a counter balance to US influence in the region, particularly in the context of 

the 1965 Indo-Pak war and the Russian role in its resolution through the mediation of 

the Tashkent Pact. The relations saw a downward trend again with Bhutto’s attempts to 

utilize the Tashkent Pact for political gain, but saw improvement once again with 

Bhutto’s visits to the USSR towards the end of the decade. Overall, the period was 

marked by constantly fluctuating relations.  

 Phase III – A Bumpy Road to Hostility (1980 – Late 1990s): As a result of a decade of 

uncertain relations, an extensive trust gap existed between Islamabad and Kremlin by 

this point. Pakistan was perceived as an unreliable ally, with ‘dual natured’ relationships. 

It was Pakistan’s active support of the Afghan resistance forces against the Soviet 

invasion however that turned the relationship hostile. The I990s were therefore a 

decade of proxy engagement in Afghanistan, where foreign policy between the two 

countries was dictated and framed by the constraints of international pressures, and 

were thus mostly reactionary, with limited vision and scope. 
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In addition to national security imperatives, mounting international pressures were 

partially responsible for Pakistan’s stance on the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The era 

saw the climax of anti-communist uprisings and campaigns across the globe, and the 

utter lack of support for the Afghan invasion even by other Communist groups 

encouraged Pakistan to further adjust itself with the USA. Given Pakistan’s geo-strategic 

location, there was no ‘third’ or neutral option. 

 Phase IV – From Hostility to Re-engagement (Post 9/11): The end of the Cold War era 

brought an end to open hostility between Pakistan and Russia, and there has since been 

a relative normalization of relations between the two countries, particularly in the post 

9/11 period. The deeply embedded mistrust rooted in six decades of collective history 

has eroded mutual trust, which will take time to heal. A changing international 

environment in light of the US withdrawal from Afghanistan is also bringing new 

opportunities for re-engagement, particularly as a result of growing convergences over 

regional and global issues.  

Pakistan’s Cold War Policy: 

Pakistan’s Foreign Policy during the Cold War period was constantly fluctuating, and often the 

result of circumstantial requirements. It alternated between support for Moscow or 

Washington depending on factors like its relations with India or adjusting to the situations 

created by the complex interaction of changing geo-political and geostrategic interests of the 

two super powers (USSR support for India, containment of China, followed by US support for 

India and the Soviet shift towards Pakistan). They were also highly influenced by domestic 

politics – mistakes were made, and few coherent efforts were made for establishing Pakistan as 

a long-term, reliable partner of the USSR. Some of the key events that impacted Pakistan’s 

relations with the USSR during this period include: 

1. General Ayub’s proposal for a joint India, China and Pakistan Defense Pact further 

damaged relations, despite the fact that it never materialized. 

2. Bhutto’s ‘politicization’ of the Tashkent Pact for domestic political gain; this damaged 

the credibility of Pakistan as a trustworthy ally in the eyes of Kremlin.  

3. The same Bhutto administration however also made intense efforts in the 1970s to 

improve relations with the Soviet Union. There were two visits to the USSR, and 

Pakistan also officially recognized the German Democratic Republic (East Germany), 

essentially to signal Pakistan’s support for the USSR. 

4. Pakistan’s mediatory role in the US-Sino rapprochement around the time of Sino-Soviet 

border clash in 1968 ascertained Moscow that Pakistan was not a credible partner.  
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5. Also, while Pakistan exited SEATO with the fall of Dhaka (East Pakistan), it stayed with 

CENTO, the chief treaty for containing the Soviet Union.  

6. Influential political forces within Pakistan favored a tilt towards China rather than 

Russia. Such moves disengaged Russians from Pakistan and influential individuals like 

Gromyko, an outstanding Russian diplomat and long-time Soviet Foreign Minister, 

developed a harsh line towards Pakistan.   

7. Pakistan’s covert support of anti-Soviet forces in Afghanistan during the 1980s brought 

these tensions to a head.  

The Afghan Factor: 

 Afghanistan has traditionally been a source of divergence between Pakistan and Russia. 

During the Cold War period and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan Pakistan openly 

supported the Mujahedeen, while in the decade following the end of the Cold war, 

Russia supported the Northern Alliance while Pakistan supported the Taliban. This split 

has been reflected in the security and foreign policies of both states.  

 In the post-9/11 period, some convergences have emerged between Pakistan and 

Russia. Recently an emerging consensus on the endgame in Afghanistan in particular is 

an important example of this phenomenon. Furthermore, increased cooperation 

between the interior ministries and strategic cooperation with regards to Afghanistan 

indicates that the history of the Pakistan-Soviet relations during the Soviet war in 

Afghanistan may no longer be a stumbling block in relations between Pakistan and 

Afghanistan.  

The India Factor: 

 Initially during the post-independence period, India was not the center piece of Soviet 

foreign policy formation; it was China. Relations with India, and consequently Pakistan 

were conditional to the USSR’s regional interests, the containment of China and 

international alignments. 

 Eventually however, with the establishment of significant economic links and a 

perception of the ‘tried and tested’ reliability of India as a partner, in contrast to the 

fluctuating relationship with Pakistan has firmly established India as an important 

Russian partner state.  

 However, strong Russian relations with India and Pakistan are not mutually exclusive. 

Russian emphasis appears to be the maintenance of regional stability, and therefore the 

emergence of ‘no new powers’. Thus despite the significant Russian military aid to India, 
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a strong relationship can nonetheless be developed between Russia and Pakistan if a 

sincere attempt is made to bridge the trust deficit. 

  It cannot however be at the cost of Russia’s strategic and economic interests in India, 

which is not only economically stronger, but currently perceived by Russians as the 

more reliable ally.  

The China Factor: 

 It was towards the end of 1950s that the USSR developed ideological differences with 

China. Chairman Mao Tse-tung, and Chun-Li were strong strategists and rejected the 

idea of standardization in their country that was being put in place by Khrushchev in the 

USSR. These ideological problems laid the foundation of adversarial relations, which 

resulted in the marked Soviet policy of the containment of China, and the resultant tilt 

towards India. 

 Pakistan’s relations with China on the other hand have traditionally been very strong. 

Pakistan’s role in the US-China rapprochement proved a thorn in Kremlin’s side, and 

Pakistan-Russia relations often developed in the context of counter-china Soviet policy. 

Russia as an alternative to the US: 

 The Russian identity is and has always been a part of the West – they are ‘European’ 

across the length of their territory, not Asian. Increasingly only Russian economic 

interests lie in the east; their political interests are firmly pointed towards the West, and 

most of the issues of greater concern are Eurocentric and not Asia-oriented. A prime 

example of this is the Russian efforts to convince Ukraine to join the Russian ‘Custom 

Union’, and drop their membership application for the European Union. This issue and 

the maintenance of the Russian sphere of influence in Eastern Europe/ Central Asia is 

perhaps a matter of greater importance within Russia than even Afghanistan. 

 Unlike the US therefore, Russia is not a viable regional ‘sheriff’ or a ‘counter’ to US 

policies in the region, particularly as there are convergences between the US and Russia 

on many of these issues. 

Nuclear Security and Non-Proliferation: 

 On issues relating to proliferation, Russia has not been openly critical of Pakistan. 

However, Russia’s views in general are the same as the US and other Western countries, 

as was highlighted during the FMCT talks, under the auspices of CD (Conference on 

Disarmament) in Geneva. 
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 The perception in Pakistan that the nuclear deal between the US and India has raised 

eyebrows in Russia is incorrect. In fact, as a result of this deal, the arrangement between 

India and the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) has been finalized, the negotiations for 

which were led by the Americans but supported by the Russians. Russia has also 

developed fibrous contacts in the Indian nuclear market for the building of reactors as a 

result of these deals, and therefore is certainly a supporter of the Indo-US Nuclear Deal. 

Furthermore, Russians also concur with the general Western perception that the Indian 

nuclear program is better safeguarded than Pakistan’s.  

 Russia is however playing a very constructive role in the prevention of nuclear 

proliferation. Their approach differs from the US in that Russian policy appears to follow 

the concept that the best way to stop proliferation, or to rule out the possibility of 

further proliferation is to support countries developing peaceful indigenous programs in 

order to better monitor and assist safety and security management, rather than employ 

heavy international criticisms and economic sanctions that may or may not be effective.  

Post 9/11 Scenario: 

 Following the events of 9/11, the shift in Pakistan’s security and foreign policy has been 

welcomed in Moscow. During the last decade, Pakistan and Russia have come 

increasingly close as a result of the emerging convergences on issues such as terrorism, 

extremism, separatism, economic cooperation, drug trafficking and energy cooperation.  

 Once again however this rapprochement appears to be a result of extenuating 

circumstances, and not necessarily the outcome of visionary, preplanned, careful and 

systematic foreign policy considerations. 

Future Prospects: 

 In the context of the development of Pakistan's independent foreign policy, its relations 

with Russia are particularly significant. Russia is increasingly moving towards a more 

democratic model, somewhat similar to the West. A more democratic Russia will be 

more pro-US and West than pro-China. Even their interests in India have significantly 

declined. The thinking that Pakistan can utilize Russia as a counter-weighing force in its 

problems with the US or with the West or even India is, therefore, misplaced. 

 Given the security situation in Afghanistan, convergences between Pakistan and Russia 

are further developed. Russians also support an ‘Afghan-led, Afghan-formed’ solution. 

Furthermore, in order to ensure stability in Afghanistan, security cooperation between 

Pakistan and Russia has increased. There are increased intelligence exchanges between 
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Pakistan and Russia, as well as a strategic dialogue between the foreign ministries of the 

two countries, and a security dialogue between the ministries of interior. 

 There are also multiple convergences on a number of global issues, such as Syria and 

Iran as well as various issues relating to human rights and humanitarian interventions. 

All these factors highlight the enormous potential in many sectors for the exponential 

development and the growth of relations between Pakistan and Russia, should there be a 

cohesive effort to address the trust deficit between the two countries. 

Conclusion 

Disillusionment has a large part of the common history between Pakistan and Russia. 

The relationship has traditionally been difficult and the prey of evolving international 

dynamics, as well as the relationship between Russia and the US. However, in order to 

move forward the past needs to be left behind and unnecessary myths surrounding the 

relationship need to be debunked, in order to develop a careful, long-term and 

proactive foreign policy and relationship. National interest-based convergences need to 

be highlighted, and a better understanding of the nature of Pakistan-Russian relations 

can facilitate that. Russian interests in the region are evolving and this must be 

remembered in the development of Pakistan’s relationship with Russia, in order to avoid 

unrealistic expectations and the disappointment which is then likely to follow. Russia 

can be an important strategic and economic ally of Pakistan, but not a counter-US force 

or an all out Pakistan support base against India. 

Recommendations 

1. Pakistan should diversify its foreign policy by seriously considering the Russia option, in 

the wake of the US withdrawal from Afghanistan and the consequent scaling back of US 

influence from the region. 

2. Pakistan should evolve a strategic consensus with Russia on the issues of counter-

terrorism, nuclear non-proliferation, Afghanistan and peace and stability in South Asia. 

3. Pakistan must expand economic relations with Russia in the domain of energy and 

increase its trade in keeping with the geo-economic trends of world politics. 

4. US withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2014 will heighten Russia’s concern regarding the 

stability of Central Asian borders and Pakistan should seize upon this opportunity to 

build a rapprochement with Russia. 
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Action Plan:  

1. Incentives to introduce the Russian language on a wider scale in Pakistan to address 

the language barrier, via courses and degree programs. 

2. Establishment of a Russia Study Centre, to focus on an improved understanding of 

the country, our mutual history, shared and differentiated cultural aspects, as well 

as to encourage greater intellectual collaborations between Pakistan and Russia. 

3. The creation of Student Exchange Programs, at both undergraduate and post-

graduate levels. 

4. Availability of translated Russian literature, in both English and Urdu. 

5. Improve Media Linkages between Pakistan and Russia by introducing segments from 

the partner state’s industry – News Programs, Films, Television, Art Exhibitions etc. 

6. Create space for and encourage and facilitate regular Private, Commercial, Trade 

and Business Exchange Programs, so increase people to people connectivity and 

interactions. 

7. Formalize any and all institutional relationships between the two countries through 

written agreements, so as to create long-term durability or any endeavors. 

8. Pakistan may also play a vital role in bridging the gap between Russia and the 

Muslim World, as it has done with China 
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CPGS Vision 

Innovate future prospects for peace and security in the region and beyond 

through intellectual discourse and contribute in sustainable social, 

political and economic development. 

 

 

 

About the Centre 

 

The Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS) is a non-partisan platform established to 
undertake studies in policy research, advocacy and consultancy to enhance understanding and 
relations in diverse fields between Pakistan and the Gulf countries. We regularly conduct 
seminars, workshops, roundtables and conferences with dignitaries, academics and experts 
from every walk of life, in order to actively promote regional harmony, global peace, security 
and stability by making substantive intellectual, academic and diplomatic contributions. The 
Centre aims to harness the immense potential for increasing cooperation in the region to attain 
peace, security and economic development and to asses emerging trends in regional policies 
and devise strategies for possible future challenges. 
 
 

Operational Framework & Objectives  

 Promote regional peace and harmony through integrated and comprehensive 

understanding of issues between peoples, governments and other entities; 

 Strengthen strategic, political, economic and social cooperation among countries of 

the region and beyond; 

 Present view point of Pakistan and the Gulf countries to the rest of the world 

through academic engagements, discussion and dialogue among all stakeholders for 

sustainable development; 

 Identify opportunities and areas of common interest for potential cooperation 

between Pakistan and the countries of the Gulf region at all levels including both 

public and private sector; 

 Contribute towards development of ideological and social ideas to promote 

tolerance and co-existence for building multicultural human society based on shared 

ideas and common goals; 



Foreign Policy Roundtable Series – Report 

13 
 

 Conduct Research and compile reports for the governments and private entities to 

explore alternative options for efficient management and resolution of regional and 

international issues; 

 Organize workshops and events to develop strong working relationship between 

academia and practitioners; 

 Collaborate with the other research institutions and Think Tanks for achieving the 

core objectives. 

Activities and Services 

 Organize periodic seminars, workshops, lectures and other events which would bring 

together leaders, academics, practitioners and other stakeholders, to study and 

discuss issues of importance for the overall good of the society; 

 Map out future policy options  by analyzing existing trends and emerging scenarios; 

 Compile, edit and publish (print and electronic) relevant information, data, 

commentaries and analysis regularly; 

 Offer training and academic services for Skill Development and Strategic analysis; 

 Provide dedicated Consultancy and help create conducive environment for 

development of our society; 

 All such other activities which help in achieving core objectives of the Centre and its 

programs, projects and initiatives; 

 Prepare annual report of all activities for interested parties and stakeholders.
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Recent Timeline 

2007-2013 

2007. Relations between Pakistan and the Russian Federation were reactivated after the 3-day 

official visit of Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov. He was the first Russian Prime Minister 

to visit Pakistan in the post-Soviet era, i.e in 38 years. He had "in-depth discussions" with 

President Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz. The major focus of the visit was 

to improve bilateral relations, with particular emphasis on ways and means to enhance 

economic cooperation between the two countries. 

2010. Prime Minister Vladimir Putin of Russia stated that Russia was against developing 

strategic and military ties with Pakistan because of Russia’s desire to place emphasis on 

strategic ties with India. 

2011. Russia changed its policy and Putin publicly endorsed Pakistan’s bid to join the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization, saying that Pakistan was a very important partner in South Asia and 

the Muslim world for Russia. Putin offered Russia's assistance in the expansion of Pakistan Steel 

Mills and the provision of technical support for the Guddu and Muzaffargarh power plants and 

Russia was also interested in developing the Thar Coal Project. 

2011. Russia strongly condemned the NATO strike in Pakistan and the Russian Foreign Minister 

stated that it is unacceptable to violate the sovereignty of a state, even when planning and 

carrying out counter-insurgent operations. 

2012. Russian President Vladimir Putin announced a state visit to Pakistan soon after his re-

election, which was later cancelled, due to other crucial engagements. To offset the diplomatic 

setback caused by the unexpected cancellation of a much-anticipated visit, Putin sent his 

Foreign Minister Sergey Viktorovich Lavrov.  

Pakistan Army Chief General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani visited Moscow in October for a three-day 

official visit. He was received warmly by Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov and Russian 

Ground Forces Commander-in-Chief (C-in-C) Colonel General Vladimir V Chirkin. 

August 5, 2013. Colonel General Vladimir V Chirkin visited Pakistan where he was received by 

General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani. The two generals discussed matters of mutual interest with 

emphasis on improving defense cooperation, army-to-army relations, and the security situation 

in the region, especially in Afghanistan post 2014. 
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August 2013. Pakistan and Russia wrapped up their first strategic dialogue on 31 August 2013. 

During the talks held in Moscow, the Pakistani side was led by Foreign Secretary Jalil Abbas 

Jilani and Russia’s First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Vladimir Gennadievich Titov led his 

side. Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Morgulov also participated in the consultations. The 

dialogue, the Foreign Office says, laid an institutional framework for building closer relations 

between the two countries through discussions for cooperation in political, economic, defense 

and other sectors. The two sides exchanged views on regional and international developments. 

Broadly, Pakistan and Russia agreed for increased higher level contact, closely coordinating 

positions on regional and international issues, and expanding trade and investment relations as 

well as cooperation in the field of energy and power generation. 

September 20, 2013.  A Russian delegation led by the Deputy Minister For Energy, and 
comprised of representatives of major energy companies called on Federal Minister for 
Planning, Development and Reforms, Ahsan Iqbal and discussed cooperation in energy 
sector. Russia has offered Pakistan an investment in the energy sector, and the export of 
5000 MW electricity through Kyrgyzstan-Afghanistan route.  

October 25, 2013. Pakistan and Russia have pledged to make joint efforts in controlling 
trafficking and production of drugs and narcotics, particularly in Asia. The two sides agreed 
to enhance their cooperation against drugs when director of the Federal Drugs Control 
Service of the Russian Federation, Viktor P. Ivanov, called on President Mamnoon Hussain at 
the Presidency. The meeting was attended by Secretary to the President Ahmad Farooq, 
Secretary of Narcotics Control Division Nawabzada Muhammad Akbar Khan Hoti, Press 

Secretary Saba Mohsin Raza and Additional Secretary Foreign Affairs Tasnim Aslam. The 
Russian Ambassador in Islamabad, Andery Budnik and other high officials of the Russian 
embassy were also present on the occasion. 
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