
  



Seminar Proceedings 

Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS) organized a Lecture Briefing on the proposed 

‘National Policy for Peace and Harmony’, as part of Project SALAM, on October 11, 2013 at 

National University of Modern Languages (NUML), Islamabad. The purpose of the briefing was 

to introduce the Centre and Project (SALAM), and enlighten the audience with the principal 

tenets of the National Policy. The Seminar was attended by pertinent academics and students, 

and formed part of the efforts by the Centre to engage educational institutions and create 

awareness among youth for the betterment of our own society. In spite of the contributions 

our society has made, there remains an urgent need to engage our youth in helping make 

Pakistan a peaceful country and work towards eradicating the menace of violent extremism in 

Pakistan, in the region and beyond.   

The Briefing Seminar opened with recitation of some of the verses form Holy Quran by Qari 

Abad, followed by a welcome note by the Head of Department - International Relations, 

Conflict & Peace Studies (IR-CPS) Dr. Z. A. Quershi and introductory remarks by Member 

Advisory Board CPGS, Lt. Gen (R) Syed M Owais HI (M).  

Dr Z.A Qureshi welcomed the CPGS team and said that it was an honour for NUML to host the 

Briefing Seminar at its premises. He appreciated the efforts of Project SALAM and said that 

everyone present in the hall was aware of the fact that the South Asian region and Pakistan in 

particular is in a state of crisis due to the worst wave of extremism and terrorism possibly ever 

seen, and the proposed ‘National Policy for Peace and Harmony’ can lead the society in the 

right direction. 

Lt. Gen (R) Syed Owais HI (M) emphasized the importance of the role of the youth in the society 

and said that young people have a larger part to play in resolving such key societal issues; 

therefore CPGS has taken the initiative incorporate youth in its drive to fight the menace of 

radicalization. CPGS is a newly established think tank, and right from the beginning CPGS has 

analyzed and deliberated upon issues which are a point of high concern for the entire nation. 

He said that Senator Sehar Kamran (TI), President Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies is a very 

devoted lady and aims to promote Pakistani values in the world. While highlighting the National 

Policy for and Harmony he said that policy deliberated by the experts is a huge success of the 

Centre and this policy has been shared with all the concerned stake holders. 

The proceedings started with a brief but comprehensive introduction to CPGS and its vision by 

Ms. Adeela Bahar. She informed the participants that CPGS is established to Innovate future 

prospects for peace and security in the region and beyond, through intellectual discourse and 



to contribute towards sustainable social, political and economic development. Furthermore, 

the activities and the achievements of the Centre were also highlighted. 

Mr. Saqib Mehmood continued the proceedings by briefing the audience on the CPGS 

Mega-Project SALAM. Mr. Saqib highlighted the issue of the growing menace of 

radicalization around the world and said that while terrorism is a global threat, 

unfortunately Pakistan is the hardest hit victim of it. It is in this backdrop that CPGS 

has launched ‘Project SALAM: Innovating Means to Resolve Radical Extremism in 

Pakistan’. The word SALAM means peace and each letter in word SALAM has a 

meaning in itself where Sensitizing society and institutions, Accessing everyone 

involved, Linking all, Acting timely, Monitoring progress. Mr. Saqib informed the 

audience about the phases of project SALAM and highlighted the upcoming activities 

under the SALAM. 

In the third phase of the proceedings, Ms Sara Batool continued with the briefing on 

the proposed CPGS “National Policy for Peace and Harmony”. She said that Policy on 

Peace and Harmony is a comprehensive guideline and aims to assist the counter 

radicalization policy. CPGS has developed and promoted an indigenous, ‘Pakistani’ 

narrative in the policy and has not use western jargon and terminology of ‘Counter 

terrorism’ and ‘Counter radicalization’ in the document itself as all these terms are 

heavily contextualized. It is with this in mind that the policy has been named the 

‘Policy for Peace and Harmony’, which is a guideline to path of peace. While 

discussing the challenges faced by the society today, Ms Sara said that there are 

enormous challenges in the political/ideological, institutions/departments, socio 

economic and perception management sectors of state governance. The policy 

suggests reforms in certain flawed areas and asserts the need of unified national 

identity and national narrative supported by both public and private sector. 

Moreover, there is a need to initiate legal and judicial reforms to improve existing 

judicial system for fair and speedy justice and incorporate mechanism for prevention 

of crime.  

This was followed by a Q&A Session, the transcript of which is as follows. 

  



Q & A Session 

Transcript 

Question: Mr. Yasir Mehmood (Student of IR) 

Sir, I am Yasir Mehmood, a student of MPhil International Relations. I would like to address my 

question to Dr Tahir Amin. The question is that recently there were polls on religious freedom 

conducted by different forums that found that 74% of the youth in Pakistan wants Sharia rather 

than Democracy. Sir, how would you incorporate your narrative into the institutional and 

constitutional framework of the country, so that a layman could also benefit from it?  

Dr. Tahir Amin 

I think that you have raised the very important issue of contending interpretations of Islam. 

There are certain small groups in the country which advocate the very different kinds of 

conceptions of Islam, and there is mainstream Pakistani society which has a different 

interpretation of Islam. The Ulema groups representing different sects are also divided on this 

matter. I would say that you must understand that the way Pakistani constitutional 

development has evolved, especially the 1973 constitution, it incorporates the consensual 

notion of Islam and Sharia. When people say that we don’t recognize that mainstream 

interpretation of Islam, we don’t recognize the democratic values and parliament; I think you 

would hardly find any ground for negotiations.  

My view on this issue is that the phenomena like terrorism and extremist version of Islam have 

penetrated into the Pakistani society because of various short-sighted policies of our 

governments in the previous years; our Afghan policy is especially highly responsible for the 

type of problems which we are facing right now. 

What we have to do is understand that we have to remain part of this World, and cannot 

function in isolation. I would like to give an example here; if we say that we will organize our 

own Cricket World Cup in our own country, because we have lost the World Cup otherwise and 

this way there is a guaranteed win, it would not be a sensible thinking at all. No one would buy 

our argument. I remember when I was in Cambridge University as Iqbal Fellow, a young 

American sought an appointment with me. When we met, he said that he wanted to do Jihad, 

and would I please tell him how he could do it? 

I asked him, ‘Son, what do you do?’ He replied- ‘I am pursuing my Masters in Mass-

Communication from John Hopkins University’. 



I told him that your Jihad would be if you excel in your field and become part of one of the 

leading American Media groups. This would be your Jihad. Jihad is not that you take sword, and 

go out to kill the people. This will not work in this contemporary World. 

So we have to understand it that it is the contending interpretations of Islam which are at the 

heart of the dispute right now; the mainstream Pakistani society has evolved, in 1973 

constitution, a consensus on these matters. We should not let that consensus be destroyed. 

Question: Ms. Aalya (Faculty of IR/CPS) 

Violent extremism is one step further on the ladder of radicalization. Do you feel that the policy 

proposed by CPGS will be sufficient enough to deal with both levels of extremism? 

Dr Tahir Amin 

I think what we need is a multi-pronged approach. The problems of terrorism and extremism lie 

at the heart of nexus between state and society. You need to review state policies as and at the 

same time, you also need to also arrest the radicalisms and extremists tendencies which are 

prevalent in the society as well. I think you would have noticed a very important aspect which 

has been mentioned in this policy paper; it is this talk about the reform of the religious 

Madrassas. The type of educational product which they have been producing over the years is 

simply not acquainted with the modern World and that does not tie in with the requirements of 

the modern World. What Pakistan needs is the reformation of the Madrassa Syllabi and Dars-e-

Nizami Syllabus and to synthesize them with the requirements of the modern World.  

This is very important juncture through which we are passing. The US will be exiting out of 

Afghanistan during the next year. We have been through over a decade of War Against Terror. 

Now, it is a very appropriate time to do a cost-benefit analysis of the War against Terror, and its 

outcomes and implications for Pakistan; there is also a need to adopt indigenous counter 

terrorism policies, irrespective of the policies of Super powers. We have to make indigenous 

counter terrorism policies that are rooted in very a broad spectrum, to be able to counter this 

phenomenon effectively and urgently, as it has become an existential threat for Pakistani 

society.  

Precisely what I would say is that we need a multipronged approach to deal with each level of 

terrorism and extremism.  

Lt. General M. Owais  

I would just like to add few words to what Dr Tahir Amin has just said. Both things which you 

mentioned are interlinked, and we need a multipronged approach to counter these threats. 

This interlinking also depends on the various fibers of the society. As a society and as a nation 



we have to respond to these challenges collectively. Young students, like many of you here, 

should advocate this approach to the wider segments of the society if we are to get rid of these 

ills. Primarily, attention must be focused on the Madrassas. Initially, we had an umbrella 

institution, the Wafaq-ul-Madaras, to do what Dr. Tahir Amin just said; but unfortunately, that 

institution did not work out, due to a number of factors, including sectarianism. So in this 

backdrop this phenomenon of radicalization has gone into a sort of hype and we, as an 

educated society, need to downplay these exaggerations. This must not only be the policy of 

the government, but equally ours as a society as well. Government can’t do anything alone. Had 

the government capable of controlling this phenomenon, it would have done so already. It is 

our collective responsibility, as a nation, to stand up and as a society act positively and take on 

this challenge.  

Senator Sehar Kamran 

I would like to extend my esteemed respects to Gen. Owais, Dr. Tahir Amin, Dr. Z.A Qureshi, Col 

Nasir Hafeez and the CPGS team for organizing such a wonderful event. CPGS has been 

established with the core objective of promoting peace and stability and this is only possible 

with the consistent engagement with the youth of Pakistan. You, as the young generations, are 

the future of Pakistan; you are the future architects - you are going to shape the future of this 

country. I ask you all to join hands, with a firm resolve to resolve the issue of violent extremism. 

We are facing tough challenges right now. To meet these challenges requires a coordinated and 

consistent effort. 

I would ask you all to come and work with CPGS in whatever capacity you can, and play your 

role in bringing down anti-Pakistan forces. Be a part of our team and come together to 

exterminate the menace of terrorism from Pakistan. I ask you all to utilize your best possible 

energies in this endeavor. Thank you very much. 

 

Question: Miss Sarwat Rouf (Faculty Member IR department) 

My question is from Dr. Tahir Amin. Sir, all that you’ve said is indeed a very good approach and 

we all agree on that. Sir you talked about the contending interpretations of Islam. What we are 

seeing here in Pakistan are in fact multiple and different approaches towards the interpretation 

of Islam. But what about the role played by the Western Media and Western scholars, who 

developed and proliferated very controversial theories that are fanning these divisions?  Theses 

like the ‘Clash of Civilizations’ and ‘End of History’ have generated some daunting messages and 

these messages are ever-present, not only in the minds of Western scholars but also the 

scholars working here in Pakistan, and are in fact the basis of many of their arguments. I just 

want to say that this problem is not solely linked with local realities but it also has some 

external connections as well. Taliban, which are a very small group, are all Muslims, but the fact 



is that all Muslims are not Taliban. The question is how to convey to the western masses and 

scholars and media that the generalization of all Muslims into one category is very harmful to 

entire Muslim community as well as the world at large.  

Secondly Sir, the other thing on the basis of which we can depict the certain trends that are 

causing clashes between different ideologies is the clash between Democracy and Islam. This is 

the case in Middle East, in South Asia, in Central Asia, and almost all over the World.  

Dr Tahir Amin 

I think both aspects of your questions are very relevant and I will begin with the latter one. 

When I was taking my PhD exam in MIT and the exams had finished, the Chairman of the 

Committee, who was a professor and an expert on India, asked me exactly the same question. 

He said when we look at the Muslim World, we see dictatorships, violence, and 

authoritarianism all over, so how should we look on that matter? Most of the Western scholars 

think and believe that Islam and authoritarianism are linked with each other. He told me that 

when he asked the same question to Agha Shahi, the then Foreign Minister of Pakistan, he 

replied that you are absolutely right.  

In response to his question I said that Sir, I disagree with your assertion that Islam and 

Authoritarianism are linked with each other. See the Caliphate period in Islamic history and the 

concept of succession. After every Caliph, it was not his son who was nominated as the 

successor, but it was the concept of the consensus of the community and election that was 

prevalent – in fact, a primitive democratic notion which was latent there. When you say that 

there are so many military dictatorships and violence in the Muslim World, I think there is a 

reason for that; the colonial period. During the colonial period, the military, which was the 

instrument of control, prevailed and therefore the democratic political culture never 

developed. So there is an imbalance between militaries and bureaucracies and the democratic 

institutions. And even after independence, the West has been using these instruments in 

pursuing their strategic interest to dominate the Muslim World. Look at the examples of Egypt, 

Syria, Yemen, and Libya. All these countries are now in the process of chaos and complete 

disintegration, only because of the flawed Western policies towards these states. Since they are 

keener for pursuing their own strategic interests, they are even willing to flout all kinds of 

democracy and international norms. Look at what has happened in Egypt; only after one year a 

democratic government was overthrown by the military, with no western condemnation of the 

Act.  

I also asked this question to the American Ambassador; I said ‘suppose that there is an excuse 

— that there is a shutdown in America because of the budgetary deadlock and a million people 

gather in street for not getting their salaries on time. Does it give the pretext to the chief of US 



military to overthrow Obama? And yet, you did precisely the same thing in Egypt. Just after one 

year, you overthrew the elected government and now the Egyptian Army is assassinating 

common Egyptian people because of the encouragement from the United States.  

In response to your earlier question, I would say that there is no monolithic West as there is no 

monolithic Muslim World. In Muslim World, there are various contending interpretations of 

Islam— while on the other hand, the West is not monolithic and united. There are moderates, 

extremists, and conservatives. So there is a very important policy implication here that you 

should not base your policies on the theories like the Clash of Civilizations. It is a theory, which 

in my point of view, is not correct. Today’s World is a World which is overlapping, 

interpenetrating, and co-existing. Just go to an airport and see how many people are going to 

the various destinations.  The World has become a single global society and in this sense, I 

would say that the best guidance has been given by Iqbal in the Construction of Religious 

Thoughts in Islam. He says a modern Islamic tradition has to synthesize between tradition and 

modernity. Ulemas do not know the Modern World. Modern scholars do not know the 

traditional religious point of view. There is a kind of synthesis, which has to be found, and the 

guidance given by Iqbal in this regard is still very much relevant today.    

Question: Rashid Khan (Faculty Member IR/CPS) 

Sir you talked about the multipronged approach to tackle the menace of terrorism and 

extremism. Sir don’t you think that we are still unable to grasp the cultivating factors, which are 

responsible for extremism and terrorism in Pakistan. So what is the reason that we are still 

unable to understand those cultivating factors? 

Dr Tahir Amin 

You asked a very important question Mr. Rashid and I have a very short answer. The entire 

spectrum of stakeholders that are involved in decision making in Pakistan have to be on one 

page; they must be, because this is going to become an existential threat to Pakistan. No policy 

can succeed in eliminating the causes until and unless there is a consensus in national policy 

and unless there is a multipronged policy and above all, there is a very ruthless and critical 

review of the existing policy. We are standing at a very critical juncture of history right now. A 

new government is in power. International and regional security context is changing. At this 

stage, we need a strong indigenous counter-terrorism policy, which can address the underlying 

causes.   

 

 



Question: Huma  Zafar (Student IR) 

Why have Pakistani governments remained unsuccessful in bringing national consensus, as far 

as a national the formulation of a national counter terrorism policy is concerned? 

Dr Tahir Amin 

I think there are multiple factors that are responsible for this failure, especially, since the 9/11 

incident. I think one of the major consequences of the 9/11 incident was that the policies which 

were adopted by the Musharraf regime created a gulf between state and society, such as 

Pakistan becoming the frontline state in war against terror, which was in fact a very 

controversial policy at that time. In the subsequent years, that gulf started expanding outward. 

But now the time has changed. Now there is need for us to bridge that gulf between the state 

and society with appropriate state policies. These policies should be geared towards 

readdressing the genuine causes for complete elimination of terrorism. Secondly, I would say 

again that all stakeholders - the Army, politicians and domestic and foreign policy should be 

harmonious and in line with the overall objectives of the State. Finally, the Pakistani public 

should be very much aware of the dangers of extremism, radicalism and terrorism and the 

threats which they are posing to national security and integrity, and thereby to the people of 

Pakistan.  


